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328, 175 S. W. 981, 986. Though sometimes public opinion will be against the 
accused, it seems that he is sufficiently safeguarded by his right to apply for 
a change of venue when a fair trial cannot be had. 

Constitutional Law — Evidence — Objection at Trial to Evidence 
Obtained by Unlawful Search and Seizure — Delay in Objecting. — On 
trial under an indictment for illicit distilling, all the evidence offered by the 
government was the testimony of three prohibition agents who went to the 
defendant's residence in his absence, and seized without a warrant what they 
believed to be parts of a still. They destroyed all the paraphernalia before 
trial. The defendant made no objection to the testimony when it was given, 
defending on the merits. Finally, after the general charge to the jury, he re- 
quested that an acquittal be directed, on the ground that the only evidence 
against him was obtained by unlawful search and seizure. Held, that it was 
error to refuse the request. Holmes v. United States, 275 Fed. 49 (4th Circ). 

It is a general rule that competent evidence will be received in a criminal 
case without inquiring how it was procured. See Comm. v. Dana, 2 Met. 
(Mass.) 329, 337; State v. Flynn, 36 N. H. 64, 68. Formerly this principle 
was applied by the Federal courts to evidence obtained by unlawful search 
and seizure. Adams v. New York, 192 U. S. 585; Youngblood v. United States, 
266 Fed. 795 (8th Circ). But the rule was practically abrogated when the 
Supreme Court decided that an inquiry must be made when the constitu- 
tional question is raised, if it seems probable that there has been an uncon- 
stitutional seizure. Gouled v. United States, 255 U. S. 298; Amos v. United 
States, 255 U. S. 313. In these cases, it is to be noted, objection to the testi- 
mony was promptly made. It has been held by some courts that failure to 
object at the time evidence is offered, or to move promptly that it be stricken 
out, waives the objection. Comm. v. Valsalka, 181 Pa. St. 17, 37 Atl. 405; 
State v. Yourex, 30 Wash. 611, 71 Pac. 203. But other courts have been more 
lenient, viewing the requisite of timely objection simply as a "rule of practice." 
Morton v. State, 43 Tex. Cr. Rep. 533, 67 S. W. 115. See also Reg. v. Gibson, 
18 Q. B. D. 537. In the principal case, in view of the attitude of the Supreme 
Court, the leniency extended to the defendant was not unwarrantable. No 
unfairness resulted to the government by eliminating the testimony at the 
last minute, for it had no other evidence. That the evidence in this case was 
testimony and not the seized property itself, does not prevent the defendant 
from raising the constitutional objection. See Silverthorne Lumber Co. v. 
United States, 251 U. S. 385, 392. 

Constitutional Law — Separation of Powers — Administrative 
Determination of Private Rights. — A Texas statute confers upon the 
State Board of Water Engineers the duty, among others, of investigating and 
determining private water rights as a step in the process of creating effective 
regulation and control over the taking of water from streams and other sources 
for irrigation purposes. (1920 Tex. Rev. Civ. Stat., title 73, c. 1, arts. 5011^ 
f. et seq.) Proceedings before the board may be instituted by an individual 
claimant or "in case suit is started in any court for the determination of 
rights to the use of water, the case may, in the discretion of the court, be trans- 
ferred to the [board] for determination, as in this Act provided." Once 
set in motion, the board is required to ascertain all rights in the particular 
source to which its attention has been directed and, thereafter, to take proper 
means to supervise in detail the exercise of those rights. Determinations of 
the board are open to review de novo in appropriate proceedings before the 
local courts, provided an appeal is taken within sixty days, if the appellant 
appeared before the board, or three years, if he did not there appear. A pro- 
ceeding before the board having been petitioned by one claimant, an injunction 



